The title compound was prepared hydrothermally in an aqueous suspension from elemental germanium and sulfur in the presence of dibutylamine. The reaction was performed in an evacuated and sealed quartzampoule at 403 Κ for 14 days. After this period many transparent colourless crystals appeared at the bottom of the ampoule.
S(endo)-Ge-S(exo), the S(exo)-Ge-S(exo) and the Ge-S-Ge bond angles are 93.5°, 112.1°, 113.3° and 86.5°, respectively. The bond length and angles are similar to those in Na4Ge2Se • 14H 2 0 (d(Ge-S)endo = 227.2 pm, d(Ge-S) ex " = 217.0 pm,
S(endo)-Ge-S(endo) = 93.9°, S(endo)-Ge~S(exo)
= 110.1° -111.8°, S(exo)-Ge-S(ejto) = 117.1°) [1] , The dibutylammonium cations are connected with anions via hydrogen bonds with a mean value of the Ν-Η-S angle of 168° and an average N-S distance of 328.3 pm. The large displacement factors of the atoms within the end group of butyl rests are probably due to their partial disorder. No model was applied to improve these parameters. 
